
 
 

Mobility & Women, a work in progress 
 

The European Women’s Lobby (EWL) represents more than 2000 women’s organisations throughout 

Europe and was created in response to the need to defend women’s interests at European level. 

The EWL welcomes CIVITAS focus on gender mobility planning and calls for a mobility and urban planning 

mode, where a gender perspective, enhanced  accessibility and comfort in transportation are taken in 

account. The EWL also demands a safer public space for women, with adapted infrastructures and 

services to make women feel secure in the public space. This article concentrates on three mobility issues 

with room for improvement concerning gender equality.  

 

Decision-making processes 

In the mobility and transport sector women are less involved in decision-making processes than men, 

both in terms of urban planning, design of infrastructure and equipment or services. Women often also 

have limited access to transport-related occupations. A gender perspective is however crucial for the 

mobility sector, because women often have more complex daily programs than men, due to their “double 

working day”. Usually women not only have to take care of domestic chores, children and elderly relatives 

but also participate in productive activity. Therefore, they frequently need to make trips outside rush hours 

to destinations different to those of men. Hence, as suggested by MetroPolitiques, urban planning should 

distinguish men and women’s different needs, also on the level of safety standards. The municipality of 

Västerås (Sweden) and Vienna (Austria) for example decided to integrate gender mainstreaming as a 

general approach in their work, by including a gender perspective in their urban planning. The EWL believes 

decision-makers should consult systematically women users and women's organisations.  

Social exclusion 

The fact that women are more dependent on public transport -two thirds of passengers on public transport 

networks in France or in Sweden are women- can lead to social exclusion. Driving is still a “men’s thing”: in 

Europe the overall number of women driving is smaller than the overall number of men. Moreover in 

several European countries the percentage of young people with a driver’s license is decreasing, probably 

because of the crisis -driving licenses can be very expensive- so young women are less likely to drive. In the 

urban periphery and in rural areas not to have a car can be a big problem, especially for older women (and 

most of the elderly people are women). Not only because of the lack of public transport, but also because 

of the difficulties to use it; here an article by Claudine Lienard.  

 

http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/discussionpapers/dp201111.pdf
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/discussionpapers/dp201111.pdf
http://www.metropolitiques.eu/Integrer-le-genre-a-la.html
http://www.charter-equality.eu/exemple-de-bonnes-pratiques/include-gender-mainstreaming-in-local-urban-planning.html?lang=fr
http://www.charter-equality.eu/exemple-de-bonnes-pratiques/include-gender-mainstreaming-in-local-urban-planning.html?lang=fr
https://www.wien.gv.at/english/administration/gendermainstreaming/
http://eige.europa.eu/content/activities/gender-mainstreaming-methods-and-tools
http://citizensandmobility.wordpress.com/2014/06/03/call-for-contribution-civitas-policy-note-on-gender-mobility-planning-by-16-june-2014/
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/discussionpapers/dp201111.pdf
http://veloecosolidaire.hautetfort.com/media/01/02/4071906947.pdf


 
 

Street Harassment  

One of the specific problems women face every day when it comes to mobility is street harassment.  

Associations such as Hollaback, but also Fightback and Stop Telling Women to Smile involve women and 

girls in an active fight to have safer public spaces for women. Here you can find some women’s testimonies 

on their experiences with sexual harassment collected by Hollaback, a worldwide grassroots initiative to 

raise awareness about street harassment.  By posting photographs and narrative accounts of individuals' 

encounters with offenders, Hollaback demands attention for the street harassment problem many women 

in Europe struggle with. Hollaback is active in different EU Member States: Belgium, Croatia, Czech 

Republic, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Poland and the UK.  

The EWL welcomes these initiatives and stresses that the systematic inclusion of women's needs in 

mobility policy making is essential to create safer cities, which allow women to participate fully to 

economic, political and social life.  

The European Women’s Lobby (EWL) was founded in 1990 and the largest umbrella organisation of 

women’s associations in the European Union, working to promote women’s rights and equality between 

women and men. The EWL is one of the longest-standing European level NGOs, and works closely with 

European Institutions and civil society partners.  

At the international level, the EWL has consultative status at the Council of Europe and the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council, and participates regularly in the activities of the UN Commission on the Status 

of Women (CSW). 

 

Suggested reading: 

- Background for the 2011 International Transport Forum, on 25-27 May in Leipzig, Germany, on 

Transport for Society.  

- Michael Sivak & Brandon Schoettle, “Recent Changes in the Age Composition of Drivers in 15 

Countries”, The University of Michigan-Transportation Research Institute. 

- La Marche Mondiale des Femmes, Memorandum en vue des élections régionales de juin 2009. 

- Mobilité : les femmes ont leur mot à dire ! Axelle 138 - avril 2011. 

http://www.ihollaback.org/about/
https://www.facebook.com/FightbackLikeABoss
http://stoptellingwomentosmile.com/
http://www.ihollaback.org/about/
http://brussels.ihollaback.org/
http://croatia.ihollaback.org/
http://czech.ihollaback.org/
http://czech.ihollaback.org/
http://france.ihollaback.org/
http://berlin.ihollaback.org/#sthash.BDVTOaDT.dpbs
http://dublin.ihollaback.org/
http://italia.ihollaback.org/
http://polska.ihollaback.org/
http://ldn.ihollaback.org/
http://www.womenlobby.org/
http://hub.coe.int/en/
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/57sess.htm
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/57sess.htm
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/discussionpapers/dp201111.pdf
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/discussionpapers/dp201111.pdf
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/86680/102764.pdf?sequence=4
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/86680/102764.pdf?sequence=4
http://www.marchemondialedesfemmes.be/IMG/pdf/memo2009_FR_hiRES.pdf
http://veloecosolidaire.hautetfort.com/media/01/02/4071906947.pdf

